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Research Programmes

Research Consortium on Education 
Policy and Development in Greater 
Bay Area
To foster development of the Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) initiatives through activities that will reflect 
the power of scholarship in the advancement 
of understanding and common interests of the 
developmental endeavours of education in the GBA, 
the Research Consortium on Education Policy and 
Development in Greater Bay Area was proposed to 
be established under the HKIER.

A main goal of this proposed Consortium is to 
establish The Chinese University of Hong Kong as 
an important hub that can facilitate research and 
development efforts in the higher education sector 
within the GBA. We will seek to provide analyses for 
formulating policy, disseminating information for 
research and academic purposes, and supporting 
the educational development for regions in the GBA 
with a focus on higher education. Specifically, the 
Consortium aims to:

1. contribute to economic growth of the GBA with 
a strong focus on human capital development;

2. conduct systematic investigation on current and 
emerging opportunities and challenges in higher 
education in the GBA;

3. form strategic partnership on research and 
policy development between school systems 
and the education faculty in higher education 
institutions in the GBA;

4. foster, among higher education institutions, 
multidisciplinary research collaboration that 
primarily focuses on education issues across the 
GBA;

5. create and maintain a database on public 
education in the GBA;

6. use evidence-based research to inform and 
improve policy and practice in education in the 
GBA.

The proposed Consortium will undertake several 
functions:

1. Adopting a shared research agenda for  
in-depth enquiries and developmental work  
on the following potential key issues:

 Student performance at the provincial, 
municipal, and school level: Trends and 
patterns of distribution

 Non-cognitive development
 Opportunity inequality and skill-based 

workforce (returns in income, migration, 
urban-rural differences)
- Example: Longitudinal, census data on 

high-skilled and low-skilled immigrants in 
cities in the GBA regarding the economic 
and social returns of the differentiated 
workforce

 Student engagement in higher education
- Example: Stratified random sampling of 

students in higher education institutions 
in the GBA in a study on the nature of 
student engagement in mathematics 
learning to inform teaching and quality 
assurance in higher education

 Innovation
 Management and operations

- Example: Develop a longitudinal database 
on policy and management for the  
11 urban school systems in the GBA to 
inform policy and practice, including 
measures on funding and implementation 
of key education reform initiatives

 Health and wellness
- Example: Develop annual city and school 

report cards on health and wellness to 
promote mental and physical growth for 
youths in the GBA

2. Convening conferences and workshops on 
education research and policy development in 
the GBA annually;
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Research Programmes

3. Serving as a clearinghouse on GBA education 
policy and implementation issues;

4. Maintaining the data infrastructure (such as 
data-sharing agreement) to support ongoing 
policy research and development; and

5. Fostering scholarly publication and research 
dissemination for policymakers.

Establishing strategic partnerships with leading 
research universities in GBA areas including 
Shenzhen University, Sun Yat-sen University and 

South China Normal University will be part of 
the strength of the Consortium, which serves as 
a platform for high-profile scholars of partner 
universities to visit The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong and enhance academic and research 
collaborations.

The Research Consortium will be led by Professor 
Stephen Wong and Professor Kenneth Wong with 
Professor Alvin Leung and Professor K. T. Hau on 
the Advisory Committee.
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Research and Development Centres

Hong Kong Centre  
for the Development of  
Educational Leadership
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Research and Development Centres

Hong Kong Centre  
for International  
Student Assessment

 www.fed.cuhk.edu.hk/~hkcisa

INSLA: Health Behaviour in School-aged Children 
(HBSC) — Main Study Underway
Since 2017, the Hong Kong Centre for International Student 
Assessment (HKCISA) has collaborated with the Centre for Youth 
Studies in HBSC, a large-scale cross-national study coordinated by 
the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for Europe. 
The Field Trial was successfully conducted in 2018, and the results 
were released in a press conference on 11 June 2019. Afterwards, our 
research team submitted a research proposal for the Main Study to 

the Policy Innovation and Co-ordination Office 
(PICO) and received funding of the Public Policy 
Research (PPR) Funding Scheme. The Main Study, 
which commenced in September 2019, includes a 
student questionnaire survey and interviews for vice 
principals and teachers. It aims to provide empirical 
evidence for formulating children’s health-related 
policies, enhancing the integration of existing 
policies, and promoting health and healthy lifestyle 
of children.

INSLA: A Mapping Study of 
NEQMAP
Prof. Esther Ho, our Centre Director, was invited 
by the Network on Education Quality Monitoring 
in the Asia-Pacific (NEQMAP) of UNESCO to 
undertake a mapping study. The purpose of this 
study was to map the national policies and practices 
of 24 countries through collecting, analyzing, 
utilizing, reporting and disseminating different 
types of learning assessment results during  
2005–2015. The study was completed, and Prof. Ho 
was invited as a keynote speaker in the NEQMAP 
annual meeting to present the major findings on  
11 November 2019.

HKLSA: Moving Towards a New 
Phase
The Wave 5 Questionnaire Survey of the Third Phase 
of HKLSA Study was successfully implemented 
during January to May 2019. To continue to trace the 
patterns of transition of the sampled young adults 

until age 25, the research team prepared a research 
proposal for the Fourth Phase, and it was funded by 
the Research Grants Council (RGC) in the 2019/20 
General Research Fund (GRF). This new phase of 
HKLSA will include an interview study in the first 
year (2020) and a questionnaire survey in the second 
and third years (2021 and 2022).

EPSIP: Collaboration in a Curriculum 
Reform Review Study
From August to October 2019, HKCISA collaborated 
with the Hong Kong Association of the Heads of 
Secondary Schools (HKAHSS) in a survey study 
titled “Survey on the Curriculum Reform: From 
Present to the Future”. The study aims to solicit the 
opinions of principals and teachers on the existing 
local curriculum and the curriculum needs for 
the future. Over 1,300 principals and teachers of 
local secondary schools participated in the survey. 
The findings were presented in the Education 
Colloquium of HKAHSS on 30 October 2019.

International Exchange and Event
Prof. Esther Ho was invited to be an advisor for the 
Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics (SEA-
PLM), which aims to assess and monitor students’ 
acquisition of knowledge and skills and to improve 
the quality of primary education in Southeast Asia. 
She was also invited as a keynote speaker by the 
United Chinese School Committees’ Association of 
Malaysia (Dong Zong) to share about Hong Kong’s 
education reform in a conference in Malaysia from 
30 November to 2 December 2019.
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01 Research Team Members of the HBSC Study (From left to 
right): Prof. Anthony Ying-him Fung, Prof. Annisa Lai Lee 
and Prof. Esther Sui-chu Ho

02 Promotion leaflet of HBSC in Hong Kong
03 Prof. Esther Ho and participants in the conference in 

Malaysia
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Research and Development Centres

Centre for  
Learning Sciences  
and Technologies

 clst.fed.cuhk.edu.hk

Recent Activities
Prof. Morris Jong has been appointed as the Co-Chair of IEEE 
Education Society Technical Committee on Learning Sciences, 
Associate Editor of IEEE Transactions on Learning Technologies, and 
Section Editor of International Journal of Serious Games. He has also 
been appointed as a member of the Board of Directors of Hong Kong 
Education City (HKEdCity).

Prof. Morris Jong gave a keynote speech “Leveraging 
Mobile Technology to Facilitate Outdoor Social 
Inquiry Learning” in the 12th International 
Conference on Educational Research (ICER 2019) 
held in Thailand, held from 25 to 27 September 
2019.

New Projects
Pleasr refer to Table 1.

Recent Publications in Journals
Dong, A. M., Jong, M. S. Y., & Shang, J. J. (2019). Achievement 

pathway of higher-order thinking through classroom 

interactions in the flipped classroom. Modern 

Educational Technology, 29(2), 46–51.

Geng, J., Jong, M. S. Y., & Chai, C. S. (2019). Hong Kong 

teachers’ self-efficacy and concerns about STEM 

education. The Asia-Pacific Education Researcher, 28(1), 

35–45.

Gu, X., & Tse, C. S. (2018). Abstractness and desirableness 

in human value system: Self-transcendence values are 

construed more abstractly but felt more closely than self-

enhancement values. Asian Journal of Social Psychology, 

21(4), 282–294.

Huang, Y., Tse, C. S., & Xie, J. (2018). The bidirectional 

congruency effect of brightness-valence metaphoric 

association in the Stroop-like and priming paradigms. 

Acta Psychologica, 189, 76–92.

Jong, M. S. Y. (2019). Sustaining the adoption of gamified 

outdoor social enquiry learning in high schools through 

addressing teachers’ emerging concerns: A three-year 

study. British Journal of Educational Technology, 50(3), 

1275–1293.

Jong, M. S. Y. (2019). To flip or not to flip: Social science 

faculty members’ concerns about flipping the classroom. 

Journal of Computing in Higher Education, 31(2), 391–407.

Jong, M. S. Y., Chan, T., Hue, M. T., & Tam, V. (2018). 

Gamifying and mobilising social enquiry-based learning 

in authentic outdoor environments. Educational 

Technology and Society, 21(4), 277–292.

Jong, M. S. Y., Chen, G. W., Tam, V., & Chai, C. S. (2019). 

Adoption of flipped learning in social humanities 

education: The FIBER experience in secondary schools. 

Interactive Learning Environments, 27(8), 1222–1238.

Lan, Y. J., Botha, A., Shang, J. J., & Jong, M. S. Y. (2018). 

Technology enhanced contextual game-based language 

learning. Educational Technology and Society, 21(3), 

86–89.

Siu, T. S. C., McBride, C., Tse, C. S., Tong, X., & Maurer, 

U. (2018). Evaluating the effects of metalinguistic and 

working memory trainings on fluent reading in Chinese 

and English: A randomized controlled trial. Frontiers in 

Psychology, 9(2510), 1–13.

Tse, C. S., & Yap, M. J. (2018). The role of lexical variables 

in the visual recognition of two-character Chinese 

compound words: A megastudy analysis. Quarterly 

Journal of Experimental Psychology, 71(9), 2022–2038.

Tse, C. S., Chan, M. H. M., Tse, W. S., & Wong, S. W. H. 

(2019). Can the testing effect for general knowledge facts 

be influenced by divided attention or experimentally-

induced anxious mood? Frontiers in Psychology, 10(969), 

1–17.
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Table 1: New Projects

Project Title Period Funded by Principal Investigator

Developing Pedagogic Strategies for Incorporating Interactive 

Learner-immersed Video-based Virtual Reality in Learning and 

Teaching of Physical Geography

08/2019–09/2021 Research Grants Council Prof. Morris Jong

Chinese Lexicon Project Part II: A Database of Normed Naming 

Performance for Chinese Two-character Compound Words

01/2020–12/2021 Research Grants Council Prof. Chi-shing Tse

Jockey Club Community Care and STEM in Action 09/2019–12/2022 Hong Kong Jockey Club Prof. Morris Jong

Jockey Club Enhancing Chinese Language Literacy Through 

Educational Virtual Reality

09/2018–02/2022 Hong Kong Jockey Club Prof. Morris Jong

Videos on IT Tips for e-Learning 02/2019–12/2020 Education Bureau Prof. Morris Jong

Using IT for STEM Learning Activities in Secondary Schools 01/2019–12/2020 Education Bureau Prof. Morris Jong

Strategic Use of e-Reading Resources, IT Tools and Innovative 

Pedagogies to Enhance Student e-Reading and Reading Motivation  

in English Language

01/2019–01/2021 Education Bureau Prof. Morris Jong

Pedagogical Design and Strategic Use of Mobile Learning to Enhance 

Student Engagement and Learning Effectiveness in Primary Schools

01/2019–12/2020 Education Bureau Prof. Morris Jong

Using Mobile GIS, Drones and VR in Geography Fieldwork 01/2019–08/2020 Education Bureau Prof. Morris Jong

Pedagogical Design and Strategic Use of Virtual Reality to Enhance 

Learning and Teaching Effectiveness

11/2018–11/2020 Education Bureau Prof. Morris Jong

Strategic Planning and Implementation of School-based Bring Your 

Own Device Policy and Acceptable Use Policy

11/2018–11/2020 Education Bureau Prof. Morris Jong

Effective Use of Mobile Computer Devices for e-Learning 11/2018–11/2020 Education Bureau Prof. Morris Jong

Strategic Use of e-Reading Resources, IT Tools and Innovative 

Pedagogies to Enhance Student e-Reading and Reading Motivation  

in Chinese Language

11/2018–11/2020 Education Bureau Prof. Morris Jong

A project meeting of Jockey Club Community Care and STEM in Action
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Programmes for Professional Development

2019 8

1999–2000

Journals

Education Journal 
http://hkier.fed.cuhk.edu.hk/journal/?page_id=117

Vol. 46 No. 2; Vol. 47 No. 1; Vol. 47 No. 2

Academic Publications
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Conferences, Seminars and Public Lectures

Type 類別 Topic 講題 Speaker 講者 Date 日期

In-house Seminar for 

Postgraduate Students

Considering Different Perspectives on 

Urban School Governance by Tin Ka Ping 

Distinguished Visiting Scholar

Professor Kenneth K. Wong 

Walter and Leonore Annenberg Chair for 

Education Policy, Brown University, U.S.

05/03/2019

In-house Research 

Seminar for Academic and 

Professional Staff

Federal Policy in U.S. Education: Equity, 

Accountability, and Innovation by Tin Ka 

Ping Distinguished Visiting Scholar

Professor Kenneth K. Wong 

Walter and Leonore Annenberg Chair for 

Education Policy, Brown University, U.S.

07/03/2019

Public Lecture Federalism and Education: Cross-national 

Lessons by Tin Ka Ping Distinguished 

Visiting Scholar

Professor Kenneth K. Wong 

Walter and Leonore Annenberg Chair for 

Education Policy, Brown University, U.S.

11/03/2019

2019

04/05/2019

2019

07/09/2019

2018/19 16/05/2019 

17/05/2019  

05/06/2019

2019/20 04/11/2019 

03/12/2019  

18/01/2020

Announcement

The HKIER is pleased to announce that Prof. Dongshu Ou has been appointed as 
Associate Director of the Institute from 1 August 2019. She is currently Associate 
Professor at the Department of Educational Administration and Policy, who 
specializes in Economics of Education. Her two core areas of research interest 
are the impact and consequences of educational reforms, and the interactions of 
human capital and immigrant integration. Prof. Ou has extensive research and 
consultancy experience on educational policy for major organizations, including 
Centre for Economic Performance at the London School of Economics, UNICEF, 
the Ford Foundation, and New Visions for Public Schools.

Please join us in congratulating Prof. Ou on her new appointment. She is a welcome addition to the 
management team on the Institute’s journey of achieving excellence.
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2018–2020 Management Board

Prof. Alvin S. M. Leung Chairperson 
Dean, Faculty of Education,  
The Chinese University of Hong Kong  

Prof. Kit-tai Hau
Co-Director, HKIER

Prof. Stephen H. S. Wong
Co-Director, HKIER 

Prof. Paula Y. K. Kwan
Associate Director, HKIER 

Prof. Dongshu Ou *
Associate Director, HKIER 

Dr. Pong-yiu Yuen
Principal, Tin Ka Ping Secondary School 

Dr. Maggie Koong
Deputy Supervisor, Victoria Shanghai Academy

Prof. Andrew C. F. Chan
Head, Shaw College, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Prof. Chi-yue Chiu
Dean, Faculty of Social Science, 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Prof. Esther S. C. Ho
Professor, Department of Educational Administration  
and Policy, The Chinese University of Hong Kong  

Prof. Amy S. C. Ha
Professor, Department of Sports Science and Physical 
Education, The  Chinese University of Hong Kong 

2018–2020 Advisory Board

Prof. Kit-tai Hau Chairperson 
Co-Director, HKIER

Prof. Stephen H. S. Wong
Co-Director, HKIER 

Prof. Paula Y. K. Kwan
Associate Director, HKIER 

Prof. Dongshu Ou *
Associate Director, HKIER 

Prof. Xudong Zhu
Dean, Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University

Prof. Zhenguo Yuan
Dean, Faculty of Education, East China Normal University 

* 2019 8 1

HKIER Off icers
Co-Directors Prof. Kit-tai Hau Associate Directors Prof. Paula Y. K. Kwan 

Prof. Stephen H. S. Wong Prof. Dongshu Ou 

Hong Kong Centre for the Development of Educational  
Leadership 

Centre for Research and Development of Putonghua  
Education 

Centre for Learning Sciences and Technologies 

Hong Kong Centre for International Student Assessment

Quality School Improvement Project

Director 

Professional Consultant (Hon.) 

Director 

Director 

Director 

Prof. Paula Y. K. Kwan 

Dr. Majors K. P. Lam 

Prof. Morris S. Y. Jong 

Prof. Esther S. C. Ho 

Mr. Morton H. C. Chan 
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