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PISA 2015 Preparation Well Under Way

In the past few months, the HKPISA Centre has been engaged

in preparatory work such as the translation and adaptation of
questionnaires and test items for the PISA 2015 Field Trial, which will
take place in April and May 2014. The design of PISA studies keeps
abreast with developments in technology. While computer-based
assessment will continue to be used in Reading and Mathematics, it
will be used for the first time in Science, the major domain of PISA

2015, and “Collaborative Problem Solving”, a brand new component

in PISA. By “Collaborative Problem Solving” we mean the skills for

overcoming everyday problems through cooperating with other people.

We believe that this skill will become more and more important in the

21st century.

PISA 2012 Result Release School
Seminar

The international result release of PISA 2012 is
scheduled on 3 December 2013. HKPISA Centre will
correspondingly hold a press release on 3 December
2013 and the school seminar on 13 December 2013
to report to schools the performance of Hong Kong
students in the PISA assessment. Secondary school
principals and teachers, as well as academics and
relevant government officials, are cordially invited
to attend this important event. Registration details
will be posted in the Centre’s website (www.fed.
cuhk.edu.hk/~hkpisa/).

Longitudinal Study of Adolescents in

Hong Kong (HKLSA) in Progress

HKLSA, the follow-up study of PISA 2012, is a
longitudinal study which traces the patterns of
transition of Hong Kong adolescents. The first
round of questionnaire survey was successfully
completed in July 2013. We are very thankful that
3,005 students and 380 Career Guidance Masters
and teachers from 123 schools have completed the
questionnaires. To gain different perspectives on
students’ educational and career planning, a second
round of survey is scheduled in the beginning of
next year for students, their parents and school
principals. We look forward to your continuous
support to this project.

NEQMAP and UNESCO Meeting

HKPISA Centre has joined the Network for
Education Quality Monitoring in the Asia-Pacific
(NEQMAP) initiated by UNESCO Bangkok which
aims to improve the quality of learning in Asia-
Pacific by enhancing the use of student learning
assessment to strengthen education systems. Prof.
Esther Sui-chu Ho, the Centre Director, also acts
as a Member of the NEQMAP Steering Group.

She attended the first Steering Group Meeting in
Bangkok on 20 September 2013 to consolidate the
work plan 2013-14 for NEQMAP (www.unescobkk.
org/education/quality-of-education/neqmap/).

NEQMAP leaflet
(Reprinted with
permission of
UNESCO)
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Teacher Professional Development in IT in Education

In the school year of 2012-2013, the Centre for the Advancement of
Information Technology in Education (CAITE) successfully conducted
five EDB-funded subject-specific professional development training
courses for equipping school teachers with both pedagogical and
technical knowledge in integrating IT into learning and teaching of
Mathematics, Computer Literacy, Geography, Liberal Studies and
General Studies. There were totally 483 teachers (from 353 schools)

participating in these courses. For further details, please refer to

caite.fed.cuhk.edu.hk/professional_dev.php

Organization and Participation in
International and Global Chinese
Conferences

Prof. Morris Jong was the Programme Chair of the
sub-conference of “Joyful Learning & Society” at

the 17th Global Chinese Conference on Computers
in Education held in Beijing, China (May 2013), as
well as the Programme Co-chair of the workshop

of “Reshaping Learning: Transforming Education
through the Fusion of Learning and Technology” at
the 13th IEEE International Conference on Advanced
Learning Technologies held in Beijing, China (July
2013). Apart from organizing the conferences, CAITE
also presented the following papers:

* Jong, M.S.Y., Geng, ], & Jiang, Y. (2013).
"BEM ERFREEETHERRE
[A case study of adopting LearningVillages 2
in collaborative inquiry learning]. Proceedings
of the 17th Global Chinese Conference on
Computers in Education, 371-378.

e Li S, Chan,R. Y. Y, Jong, M. S. Y,, Huang, J., &
Yu, P. (2013). Students’ epistemic cognition in
online social networks. Proceedings of the 17th
Global Chinese Conference on Computers in
Education, 17-20.

e Jong, M.S.Y., & Zhang, X. (2013). LOCALE
— Location-oriented collaborative authentic
learning environment. Proceedings of the 13th
IEEE International Conference on Advanced
Learning Technologies, 469-470.

e Chan,R. Y. Y, Jong, M. S. Y, Luk, E. T. H.,

& Zhang, X. (2013). Dynamic collective

mobile gaming. Proceedings of the 13th IEEE
International Conference on Advanced Learning
Technologies, 465-466.

Knowledge Transfer of Game-based
Collaborative Learning

CAITE successfully completed a UGC-supported
knowledge transfer project “Promoting Secondary
Students’ Motivation and Skills in Issue-enquiry
through Inter-school Game-based Collaborative
Learning” in the school year of 2012-2013. This
project transferred our own developed educational
innovation, LearningVillages, to 20 secondary
schools in Hong Kong. The project (a) enhanced
the participating students’ motivation and skills
in issue-enquiry, (b) developed the participating
teachers’ and pre-service teachers’ pedagogical
knowledge and skills in facilitating the issue-
enquiry process, and (c) established an inter-school
community of online game-based collaborative
learning. In order to further disseminate the
pedagogical ideas promoted in this project to the
wider communities, we exhibited LearningVillages
and the students’ collaborative learning artefacts
in InnoCarnival (Hong Kong), China Hi-Tech
(Shenzhen), International ICT Expo (Hong Kong),
Global Chinese Conference on Computers in
Education (Beijing), as well as Knowledge Exchange
and Arts and Humanities Research Conference
(Southampton, U.K.). For further details, please
refer to www.facebook.com/LearningVillages
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Journals B3R

Asian Journal of Counselling
Vol. 20 Nos. 1 & 2

Educational Research Journal
Vol. 27 Nos. 1 &2
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