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Research Programme on Education Quality

A Longitudinal Study of Adolescents in Hong Kong (HKLSA):

Transition from Secondary School

Principal Investigator: Esther Sui-chu Ho

Co-Investigators: Raymond Sin-kwok Wong, Yue-ping Chung, Glenn Shive

Background

One of the objectives of PISA 2009 Student
Questionnaire is to study the educational and career
expectations of 15-year-old students. According

to the data obtained from PISA 2009, only 64%

of high achievers' in Hong Kong expect to pursue
university education, a percentage which is much
lower than those of other countries like Korea (94%)
and Singapore (88%). The impact of familial socio-
economic status (SES) on students’ educational
and career expectations in Hong Kong is obvious.
Specifically, 86% and 62% of high achievers

from high SES group expect to pursue university
education and professional careers respectively,
while only 45% and 43% of their counterparts

from low SES group do so.” It appears that the
educational and career expectations of quite

many students, including the ones with qualified
academic results, are limited by their poor family
background. These findings reveal an urgent need
for longitudinal data to improve policymaking on
adolescents’ transition from secondary education to
post-secondary education or work.

Objective and Research Design

In Hong Kong, systematic longitudinal studies
about the transition of young people after
compulsory education are rare. The follow-up
study of PISA, namely “A Longitudinal Study of
Adolescents in Hong Kong” (HKLSA), will be the
first-of-its-kind research endeavour in Hong Kong
for tracing the patterns of transition of adolescents.
The study will identify important factors that
shape adolescents’ transitions under the New
Senior Secondary Curriculum and will provide rich
data for understanding the relationship between

adolescents’ transitions, education reform, and
economic restructuring in Hong Kong.

The entire project proceeds in three waves:
2012-2013, 2013-2014 and 2014-2015. Longitudinal
data will be collected from a representative sample
of students who participated in PISA 2012, their
parents, school administrators and teachers. The
upcoming online questionnaire survey will be
targeted at students and career guidance teachers
and be conducted in May through June this year.
Until now students from about 120 secondary
schools have accepted our invitation to join in the
study. As a kick-off event, a press conference for
HKLSA was held on 24 April 2013.

Notes

1. In PISA 2009, a six-level proficiency scale was used to
describe performance in reading literacy, with Level
6 being the highest level. High achievers are students

at or above proficiency Level 4.

2. High SES group comprises families with the highest
10% of SES, while low SES group consists of those
with the lowest 10%. Medium SES group includes all

families with SES in between the above two groups.

=
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Longitudinal Study of Adolescents s

in Hong Kong (HKLSA)

12345
Chan Tal Man

Membership card for students participating in HKLSA
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Ho@ Ko@ Centre
for International
Student Assessment

B 1 R A
it & D

PISA 2015 Study in Preparation

As a professional and experienced research centre for international
assessment, the HKPISA Centre continues to be commissioned by
the Education Bureau to conduct the upcoming PISA 2015 Study.
Since last year the Centre has already started the preparatory work

of PISA 2015 so as to lay a good foundation for the Study. Specifically,

\'% www.fed.cuhk.edu.hk/~hkpisa

Prof. Esther Sui-chu Ho, the Centre Director, attended a National

Project Manager (NPM) Meeting on 24-26 September 2012 in Paris,

where the sampling requirement, survey design, and the timeline

for PISA 2015 were presented. She also attended a PISA Government

Boards (GB) Meeting on 29-31 October 2012 in Madrid, Spain and

chaired the Analysis and Dissemination Group to review the draft

framework of PISA 2015 questionnaires and to provide directions for

the development of questionnaires.

Eagerly Awaited PISA 2012
Result Release

While data cleaning and preliminary analysis were
completed, the PISA 2012 Study has entered its
final stage. The result release is scheduled to be

in December this year. We are full of expectation
about the result release of this cycle not only
because of the valuable feedback to be provided to
schools, but also the long-expected results of the
computer-based assessment on Mathematics,

a groundbreaking advancement in PISA 2012.

Prof. Esther Ho attended the UNESCO meeting.

"

ity Monitezine in e Asia-Pacific egist INEMARY

UNESCO Meeting and Other
International Events

Prof. Ho was invited to attend a UNESCO meeting
for establishing the “Network for Education
Quality Monitoring in the Asia-Pacific Region
(NEQMAP)” in Bangkok, Thailand on 27-28 March
2013. This network will serve as a regional platform
for networking and information exchange among
countries in the Asia-Pacific region on the issue
of monitoring educational quality in the region.
Besides, Prof. Ho was invited to be a guest speaker
in the Global Education Summit by Battelle for
Kids on 5 November 2012, in Columbus, Ohio in
the U.S. She was also invited by Global Kids of
Taiwan to share on
the topic “Reading
Literacy and Global
Competitiveness:
Insights from the
Hong Kong PISA
Results” in New
Taipei City and
Hualien County in
Taiwan on 29-30
November 2012.
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Centre fpy the In the past few months, the Centre for the Advancement of
e ‘f Ifg%rmatiom Information Technology in Education (CAITE) was actively
Techno bj/ in Education promoting inter-school online game-based collaborative learning
e and conducting a series of professional training in IT in Education for
Bl P A E school teachers.
{ie 3 vh D>

Inter-school Online Game-based Collaborative
Learning in Liberal Studies

% caite.fed.cuhk.edu.hk

The project “Promoting Secondary Students’ Motivation and Skills

in Issue-enquiry through Inter-school Game-based Collaborative
Learning”, which is supported by UGC Recurrent Funding for
Knowledge Transfer (Knowledge Transfer Project Fund,
KTO), has been implemented in the school year of
2012-2013. Twenty secondary schools with around 3,000
students have been participating in our game-based
virtual learning platform, LearningVillages (http://
www.learningvillages.net) for pursuing collaborative
issue-enquiry in the three learning areas of Liberal
Studies (including Self and Personal Development;
Society and Culture; and Science, Technology and

the Environment). For more details about the

project, please refer to http://www.facebook.com/
LearningVillages

Teacher Professional Development

in IT in Education

Funded by the Education Bureau (EDB), CAITE has been
conducting a series of subject-specific professional development
courses to equip school teachers with both pedagogical and
technical knowledge in integrating IT into learning and
teaching. The courses are as follows:

1. Pedagogical Design and Implementation of Mobile GPS-based
Outdoor Exploratory Learning and Teaching Activities in General Studies in Primary Schools

2. Pedagogical Design and Implementation of Mobile GPS-based Outdoor Exploratory Learning
and Teaching Activities in Geography in Secondary Schools

3. Integration of Free e-Learning Apps and Mobile Devices to Enhance

o1 Teacher training workshop for

the Effectiveness of Learning and Teaching of Measures, Shape and . : o
introducing the LearningVillages

Space Dimension in Mathematics in Secondary Schools platform and the project details to
4. Effective Use of Microsoft Kodu Game Lab (Kodu) to Enhance the the participating teachers
Quality of Learning and Teaching in Computer Subjects 02 Student training seminar for
5. Effective Use of SketchUp to Enhance the Quality of Learning and platform and the project details to

Teaching of Geometry in Mathematics in Secondary Schools the participating students

introducing the LearningVillages

11 -
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Multilevel Analysis of the PISA Data:
By Insights for Policy and Practice
Edited by Esther Sui-chu Ho

Multilevel analysis can help to get deeper insights into
factors that may have impact on schooling outcomes
assessed in PISA. In this book, multilevel analysis is
applied by linking student performance to the structure
and processes of both the family and the school, the two
major social contexts that exert powerful influence on

young people. Essential/important policy issues including
parental involvement, school decentralization, and medium of
instruction are examined, and the possible relationship between
these policies and student’s achievement in light of the evidence

collected in the first three cycles of the PISA study is explored.

Besides, appreciating how researchers have used multilevel
analysis in a variety of ways would be an effective path to learn it.
The analysis in this book will add significantly to the storehouse
of knowledge about the application of multilevel analysis in assessing
the quality and equality of education in East Asian societies. The
findings thereof would also serve as useful references for researchers,
policymakers, school administrators and teachers.

ISBN 978-962-8908-44-8 292 pages paperback HK$150
Enquiry: 39436754 (Ms Mui)
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Asian Journal of Counselling
Vol. 19 Nos. 1 & 2

o Special Issue: Career Centers: Current International Perspectives
C FeEFATRARIR G R ER At Career Centers in Higher Education: An International Perspective
R RIER JoE I ) * Current Status and Future Development of Career Centers in the
CLAEALE B L LIRS A AR Unite
C ATIE B A B C HEF L + When the Music Changes, so Does the Dance: With Shifting U.S.
¢ R Azl LA Demographics, How Do Career Centers Need to Change?

COERETLE Z RETH TR e AR 0 * Career Centers in Higher Education in South Korea: Past, Present,

YR AR B RAT ] and Future
* Using Career Education and Career Services to Enhance

b Employability: A Case of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
cFRIRREEY FE X FMAZER D . Reflections on a University Career Center in Guangzhou, China
Bk TR T F] TEIE R ¥ . Advancing Career Centers in Higher Education: Contextual and
FREP ) hBRAY Strategic Considerations
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